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Recent Projects

St. Marks United Methodist Church, New ark, DE

We just finished installing
St . M &T.1W solarl
power system, the largest
on any church in the area.

St. Mar kds s\
produce about
129,126kWh per year
providing 100% of the

X : ; - power of their electrical
e ] POwer needs.

Special Interest
Articles:

A RECENT
INSTALL
PROJECTS

' St. Markoés c«
107.1kW » the environment will reduce
pollution equivalent to
They are so excited they already have us on their taking 30 vehicles off the
websiteé road or planting 225 new
trees every year.

A Check your
Solar Array for
SNOW Damage

A SOLAR MAID
by CMI Solar
Electric

Commercial Facility in Collingdale, PA

This customer is so
excited about his
arrayéhe sto
(3) times a day just to look
for Snow Damage 2 and see how much power
he is produc
already made 3 RECs!!
And the system has only
been live for 7 days.

Individual Highlights:

Check your Solar Array

Adjust Ground Mounts 2

Talk about great
economi csé

His payback is just around
15 monthsé w
of 28%!

What a

Return On Investment!!




Damage to modules
due to ice forming
around the frame,

pulling it away from

the module.

SUMMER TILT

We had a very unusual snow storm in
February. The amount of snow and
length of time it remained on roofs
allowed the snow to partially melt
then re-freeze. This ice built up,
causing a lot of folks to lose gutters.
We also, for the first time, saw some
damaged solar panels.

What happened is the ice froze
around the lower frames, and then
continued to build. When enough ice
was hanging off the roof, but still
locked to the frames, it deformed the
aluminum frame and pulled them off

the modules. So far this damage has

The end of April is the time that
everyone with the Adjustable Tilt
Ground Mounts should reposition to
the 20 degree summer tilt.

ltés a simple pro
few minutes with two or three people.
But if you would like us to do it for

you, we are havingafi Spr i ng
Spruce Up Speci al

You dondbét even ne
Just give Christie a call in the office to
schedule f or when we¢
area. Even better, we can deduct the
cost of the service from your next
REC payment!
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been limited to certain brands of
panels. Some stouter framed panels
seem to be more resistant.

This is a warrant.
experience this probl e m, we 61l
your panels and return them to the
manufacturer for repair, then re-install
them. So please take a look at your
array and see if the lower frame of
your modules appears bent or pulled
away. Theyodll | ook
the damage has been confined to the
bottom row of pance
of the built up ice hanging off the roof
that causes the problem.

Spring Spruce Up Special
for Ground Mounts

e Set the tilt at 20 degrees for
the Summer

e Lubricate the pivot points and
quick pins

e Remove the Winter& grime
with our Solar Maid solar panel
cleaning products.

e Service inverter air filters

e Check system for any
problems

e $175 for arrays up to 10 kW,
$10 for each additional kW.
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Solar panels get dirty, which affects the
power output. Many arrays are tilted
steeply enough, and in clean enough
areas that rain keeps them reasonably
dirt free. But for those of us with shallow
angle arrays (below 20 degrees), or who
live on the road, in dusty areas, or have a
lot of pollen producing trees upwind, or
my personal nemesis, live a little too
close to the refinery can build up enough
dirt to degrade production.

Hosing your panels down in the morning
can help remove the loose dirt, especially
i f it hasndét rainec
droppings, tough city grime, sticky pollen
and refinery nastiness, nothing beats a
good scrubbing with some soap. But you
candét use any ol d ¢
as what you use to wash your car or
dishes, leaves behind agents to make

ASOLAR MAID
by CMI Sol a

Solar Maid

them look shinier. The problem is shiny
reflects light, just the opposite of what
you want on your solar panels!

We have partnered with Solar Maid to
provide effective cleaning materials and
methods that are safe for the
environment, and wi
blocking film on your panels. To
introduce this service, we are running a
ASpring Spruce Up

Spring Spruce Up Special for
Rooftop Arrays

e Remove the Winter& grime with
our Solar Maid solar panel
cleaning products.

e Check system for any problems

e $175 for arrays up to 10 kW, $10
for each additional kW.

Spring Spruce Up Special for
Ground Mounts

e Set the tilt at 20 degrees for the
Summer

e Lubricate the pivot points and quick
pins

¢ Remove the Winter& grime with our
Solar Maid solar panel cleaning
products.

e Service inverter air filters

e Check system for any problems

e $175 for arrays up to 10 kW, $10 for
each additional kW.

You donot even need t
Christie a call in the office to schedule for
when weol | be in your

can deduct the cost of the service from your
next REC payment!
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CONGRATULATIONS
to our own Nicholas
Taylor for becoming a
NABCEP Certified PV
Installer. Full NABCEP
Certification is the Gold
Standard of PV design
and installation
knowledge.

state of Delaware (Dale,
Andrew and now
Nicholas).

he learned installing
exam last month.

Nick is also a
Journeyman level
electrician and a
Generac certified
generator technician.

Nicholas Taylor has
been with CMI Solar
Electric since January
2007 and earned his
NABCEP Entry Level
certificate in 20009.
CMI Solar Electricnow Si nce t hen

Nicholas Taylor
NABCEP Certified Installer!

has three out of the five

hard and applied what

certifications held in the

Theydbre cute a theyodove built
watch their antics at the feeder. panels. The trick is to keep
But itédés | ess them from building nests.

repair the wiring under an array  Where you live helps. If there

t hat s been ¢ h arelots of natural nesting
squirrels. Whi sites, they dc
common pr obl em underarrays. Plus it gets

a couple of times. For some darned hot under there from
reason this i s aboutnow through fall.

only seen with GE panels so

far. Bobby, one of ourrooflead |1 f your array
men says fAThos  easytolookupunderfrom

smellgoo d 0 . the ground, check once in a

awhile to see if there is a built

Wedre havi ng B uppileofleafylooking stuff
anywhere. | f i
ADamage The squirrels spray from a hose can disrupt

up there to feed on the array;
they chew the wires when

the nest, or you can call us to

squirrels nesting yv -
serve an eviction notice.

under a so
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Newar k Center for Creative Learning
Newark, Delaware.

There was plenty to learn about the environment at Greenfest, whether it was how to make your own
paper using old scraps, the importance of unplugging electronics even if they're turned off to consume
energy or understanding how pollution can impact the watershed. Conserving and sustaining the
environment have always been part of the curriculum taught at the 39-year-old school and last year
we installed 90 solar panels on the roof -- but students and teachers wanted others in the community
to learn about how they can play a role as well, said Sean Kerrane, who teaches at the school.

by Sunday News Journal & delawareonline.com

CMI Solar Electric was there to support the cause with T-Rex (a portable solar generator) to provide
popcorn, hot coffee and an example how the Sun can create power quickly and efficiently. We
installed their 18.9kW system in 2009 and they have been able to use this as another way to educate
their students on the benefits of renewable energy.

T-Rexb6s Solar Pa
strong enough to run a
commercial popcorn machine and
a huge coffee urn while still
keeping its batteries 100%
charged on a mostly cloudy day.

Dttt

Salhodc A A

Colin OMMara, Secretary of
DNREC and Dale Davis of
CMI Solar Electric discussing
the importance of Solar
Power to the environment
and the local economy.
(Colin is the skinny guy!)







